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NEWS ITEMS 

Miss Anna Murray Vail, librarian of the New York Botanical 
Garden, is in France, where she expects to spend the summer. 

At the University of Chicago, Dr. Charles J. Chamberlain 
and Dr. Henry C. Cowles have been promoted to assistant pro- 
fessorships in botany. 

Dr. J. W. Blankinship, recently professor of botany in the 
Montana College of Agriculture at Bozeman, now has a position 
at the Missouri Botanical Garden. 

The seventh annual meeting and exhibition of the Horticultural 
Society of New York was held at the New York Botanical Garden 
on Wednesday and Thursday, May 8 and 9. 

Dr. H. N. Whitford, of the Forestry Bureau of the Philippine 
Government, was scheduled to sail from Manila on April 15, on 
a leave of absence to visit the United States. 

Dr. Herbert J. Webber, recently chief of the division of plant- 
breeding investigations of the U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
has begun his new duties as professor of plant biology in Cornell 
University. 

It is stated in .the April number of The Plant World that Mr. 
Carl F. Baker recently botanist of the Agricultural Experiment 
Station of Cuba has been elected professor of botany in Pomona 
College, Claremont, California. 

Dr. Per Axel Rydberg, curator of the herbarium of the New 
York Botanical Garden, delivered an address at Augustana Col- 
lege, Rock Island, Illinois, on May 13, in connection with exer- 
cises commemorative of the two hundreth anniversary of the 
birth of Linnaeus. 

Dr. Frederic E. Clements, professor of plant physiology in 
the University of Nebraska, was on May 2 unanimously elected 
professor of botany in the University of Minnesota, succeeding 
Conway MacMillan, who resigned this chair about a year ago in 
order to engage in business pursuits. 

Mr. Ellsworth Bethel, instructor in biology in the East Side 
High School of Denver, Colorado, has installed his collection of 
Colorado plants, said to be probably the most complete in exist- 
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ence, in the rooms of the Colorado Natural History Society in 
the state capitol at Denver. 

Dr. B. E. Fernow, chief of the forest division of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture from 1 886 to 1 898, director of the 
New York State College of Forestry from 1898 to 1903, and 
recently professor of forestry in the Pennsylvania State College, 
has accepted the position of dean of the college of forestry of the 
University of Toronto. 

Dr. E. B. Copeland, of the Bureau of Science and more 
recently of the Department of Education, of the Philippine Gov- 
ernment, returned to the United States about the middle of 
March. Dr. Copeland has declined the offer of a botanical re- 
search position at the West Virginia University and has accepted 
the directorship of a newly established agricultural school in the 
Philippines. 

Mr. Elmer D. Merrill, botanist of the Bureau of Science of 
the Philippines, sails from Manila for Seattle on May 15. He 
has a leave of absence for about nine months, and will spend 
some time in Washington, Cambridge, New York City, and 
Maine, returning later to Manila by way of Europe, where he 
hopes to devote three months to visiting herbaria, especially 
those at Kew and Berlin. Dr. Frederick W. Foxworthy will be 
in charge of the botanical department of the Bureau of Science 
during Mr. Merrill's absence. 

The death of Sir Thomas Hanbury took place at his residence, 
La Mortola, Ventimiglia, on the Riviera, Saturday, March 9. He 
would have completed his 75th year on June 26, next, when it 
was proposed by the botanists of his acquaintance to give the day 
special notice. Sir Thomas was well known as founder of the 
Hanbury Botanical Institute of the University of Genoa and for 
the great garden of arid plants and succulents at La Mortola, 
where he welcomed the botanists of the world with true cordi- 
ality. — W. L. Jepson. 

Pehr Olsson-Seffer, Ph. D. (Stanford, '04), recently director of 
La Zacualpa Botanical Station, Escuintla, Chiapas, Mexico, and 
since last September commissioner of tropical agriculture for the 
Mexican Government, returned to New York on May 6, from 
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an eight months' tour around the world. Dr. Olsson-Seffer's 
headquarters will now be in the City of Mexico, where he expects 
to arrive by June I, stopping a few days in California en route. 
He intends soon to present a report to the Mexican Govern- 
ment on the condition of agriculture in other countries. Dr. 
Olsson-Seffer is editor-in-chief of a series of " Practical Hand- 
books on Tropical Agriculture," consisting of over thirty vol- 
umes, soon to be published by the Macmillan Company. 

The press dispatches announce the death, on April 22, of Dr. 
Frans Reinhold Kjellman, professor of botany in the University 
of Upsala. Professor Kjellman was born November 4, 1846. He 
was officially connected with the University of Upsala from the 
year of his doctorate, 1872, to the time of his death, succeeding 
finally to the chair of botany once occupied by the distinguished 
Linnaeus. Between 1872 and 1880, he accompanied Norden- 
skiold on three voyages to Spitzbergen, Nova Zembla, and the 
northern coast of Siberia, and after his return published several 
important papers on the flora of the regions visited, dealing 
especially with the marine algae and the phanerogams. Kjellman's 
elaboration of the Phaeophyceae for Engler and Prantl's Die 
natiirlichen Pflanzenfamilien is perhaps the best known of his more 
recent publications. 

The program of the course of Saturday afternoon lectures at 
the New York Botanical Garden for the spring of 1907 is as 
follows : April 27, " The Life Story of a Tree," by Dr. C. Stuart 
Gager ; May 4, "The Flowers of Trees and Shrubs Growing 
Wild near New York City," by Dr. N. L. Britton ; May u, 
" Jamaica : Its Flora, Scenery, and Recent Disaster," by Dr. M. 
A. Howe; May 18, "Water Lilies and other Aquatic Plants: 
their Relation to Horticulture," by Mr. G. V. Nash ; May 25, 
" The Influence of Vegetation in the Formation of Recent and 
Ancient Swamps," by Dr. Arthur Hollick ; June 1, "Some Little 
Known Edible Fruits of the United States," by Dr. H. H. Rusby. 
The lectures are given in the museum building of the Garden, 
beginning at 4 p. m. They are illustrated by lantern-slides and 
otherwise. 

The program of the commemoration of the two hundredth 
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anniversary of the birth of Linnaeus, on May 23, under the direc- 
tion of the New York Academy of Sciences, includes, as previ- 
ously announced in Torreya, exercises in the forenoon at the 
American Museum of Natural History, in the afternoon in Bronx 
Park, and in the evening at the New York Aquarium and at the 
Museum of the Brooklyn Institute. The features of chief botan- 
ical interest will be the following : In the museum building of 
the New York Botanical Garden, from 2 to 3:45 p. M., there will 
be an exhibition of American plants known to Linnaeus, in charge 
of Professor L. M. Underwood, Dr. John K. Small, Dr. P. A. 
Rydberg, Dr. Marshall A. Howe, and Mr. G. V. Nash, and also 
an exhibition of the botanical writings and of portraits of Lin- 
naeus, in charge of Dr. C. B. Robinson and Dr. John Hendley 
Barnhart. At 2:45 p. M., Dr. Per Axel Rydberg will deliver an 
address on " Linnaeus and American Botany " and an hour later 
Dr. H. H. Rusby will exhibit selected lantern- slides of North 
American flowers known to Linnaeus. From 3:45 to 4:30 p. m., 
such visitors as desire will walk or drive through the grounds of 
the Garden under the guidance of Dr. W. A. Murrilf, who will 
point out characteristic American trees of species with which 
Linnaeus was acquainted. A bronze tablet commemorative of 
Linnaeus, a gift to the city from the New York Academy of 
Sciences, will be unveiled at 4:30 p. m. at the bridge, thereafter 
to be known as the Linnaean Bridge, over the Bronx River in 
Pelham Parkway, in that part of Bronx Park lying between the 
Botanical Garden and the Zoological Park. At the unveiling 
exercises an address will be made by Dr. N. L. Britton, president 
of the New York Academy of Sciences. The American Union 
of Swedish Singers will furnish musical numbers. At the Museum 
of the Brooklyn Institute, at 8 p. m., there will be an address by 
Mr. E. L. Morris on " The Life of Linnaeus " and by Mr. F. A. 
Lucas on " Linnaeus and American Natural History," and an 
exhibition of lantern-slides of " Plants and Animals Known to 
Linnaeus by Dr. A. J. Grout and Mr. F. A. Lucas." In con- 
nection with the Brooklyn exercises, songs will be rendered by 
the Glee Club of the United Swedish Societies. 

The third regular meeting of the Botanists of the Central 
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States was held at Madison, Wisconsin, March 28-30, 1907. 
Professor F. C. Newcombe of the University of Michigan, the 
retiring president, read an address entitled "A Need in Botanical 
Science in America." Professor T. H. Macbride of the Uni- 
versity of Iowa was elected president for the ensuing year. 

The eighteenth season of the biological laboratory of the 
Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences at Cold Spring Harbor, 
Long Island, will begin on July 3 and will continue six weeks. 
The courses in cryptogamic botany will be in charge of Professor 
D. S. Johnson of Johns Hopkins University and Mr. H. H. 
York of the University of Texas. Courses in plant ecology will 
be given by Dr. E. N. Transeau of the Carnegie Institution of 
Washington and Mr. W. S. Cooper of Johns Hopkins University. 



